
UK-CGCM 2023-2024 Report

Regional Co-ordinator: 

Professor Tai-Ping Fan, University of Cambridge

Retired in 2020 

Currently Dean of School of Health Sciences, Fuyao University of 

Science & Technology, Fuzhou, China since April 2024

Proposed new regional co-ordinator:

Dr Qihe Xu, King’s College London



UK-CGCM

◼ 1)    Bradford University

◼ 2)    Brunel University London

◼ 3)    Cambridge University 

◼ 4)    King’s College London

◼ 5)    Liverpool John Moores University

◼ 6)    Nottingham University

◼ 7)    Oxford University 

◼ 8)    Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

◼ 9)    UCL School of Pharmacy

◼ 10)  University of Westminster

◼ 11) The UK Centre of Chinese Medicine (CCMUK)



Mission & Goals of UK-CGCM

◼ To advance the field of Chinese herbal medicine to benefit 
human kind through joint efforts of the academic institutions, 
industries and regulatory agencies throughout the UK.

◼ To develop platform technologies required for advancing 
Chinese herbal medicine by joint efforts.

◼ To facilitate the interaction and collaboration among different 
institutes in advancing Chinese herbal medicine by sharing 
information.

◼ To promote a high quality evidence-based research and develop 
Chinese herbal medicine internationally.

◼ To assist industry with the development of new products and 
their regulatory acceptance.



◼ Brunel’s Advanced Bioprocessing Centre (ABC) is the lead global centre on 
the extraction and scale-up of active compounds from natural products and 
Chinese Herbal Medicines (CHMs).

◼ Although it has been a relatively quiet year, Brunel has been actively 
collaborating with Chicago University on developing affordable Countercurrent
Chromatography Equipment using 3D printing techniques. 

◼ We have also joined a consortium with Tai-Ping Fan in Cambridge/Fuyao 
University of Science & Technology and a new company interested in 
developing novel immune modulators from mixture of medicinal plants. This 
work is still awaiting intellectual property agreement being put in place and so 
no details are available at this stage.

◼ Our research on CCC technology has been dormant for a while, while we 
have been developing a new academic Chemical Engineering Course.

Professor Ian Sutherland:

“We are what we share”



Prof. Tai-Ping Fan, PhD FRSA
tpf1000@icloud.com 

University of Cambridge (1986 - 2020)

Dean of School of Health Sciences, Fuyao University of Science & Technology, Fuzhou, China since April 2024

• Treasurer of Good Practice in TCM Research (GP-TCM RA; 2019 – present)

• Executive Deputy Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Traditional Chinese Medical Sciences

• International Advisory Board of International Conference on Genomics (ICG)

• Keynote “Impact of Bacterial Metabolism of DOPA and Dopamine on Human Health” in ICG-19 (18 May 2024) 

9 publications since last CGCM meeting including 

• Advances and perspectives on pharmacological activities and mechanisms of the monoterpene borneol. Hu X, Yan Y, Liu W, Liu 

J, Fan T, Deng H, Cai Y. Phytomedicine. 2024 Jun 26;132:155848.

• Borneol exhibits extensive pharmacological activities including anti-inflammatory effects, analgesia, antioxidation, and has the

property of crossing biological barriers and treating CVDs. The intrinsic molecular mechanisms are involved in multiple 

components, such as regulation of various key factors (including TNF-α, NF-kB, IL-1β, malondialdehyde), inhibiting transporter 

protein function, regulating biochemical levels, and altering physical structural changes. In addition, this review describes the 

pharmacological effects of borneol ester and the combination of borneol with nanomaterial.









◼ Xin Su Ning (XSN 心速宁) is a China patented and certified herbal medicine 

used to treat premature ventricular contractions (PVCs) since 2005.  It is 

derived from a classical TCM formula Huanglian Wen Dan Decoction 

formulated with 11 Chinese herbal medicines to treat cardiac ventricular 

arrhythmia.

Dr Yu-Ling Ma 马玉玲
Oxford Chinese Medicine 
Research Centre

▪ Wang T et al. (2019a) Ion Channel Targeted Mechanisms of Anti-arrhythmic Chinese Herbal Medicine Xin 

Su Ning  Front. Pharmacol., 6 Feb 2019 https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2019.00070

▪ Wang T et al. (2019b) A Network Pharmacology Study of the Multi-Targeting Profile of an Antiarrhythmic 

Chinese Medicine Xin Su Ning Front. Pharmacol., 23 Sept 2019 https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2019.01138

▪ Ma Y et al. (2020) Investigation of the Cellular Pharmacological Mechanism and Clinical Evidence of the 

Multi-Herbal Antiarrhythmic Chinese Medicine Xin Su Ning Front. Pharmacol., 6 May 2020

https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2020.00600 XSN is an effective multicomponent antiarrhythmic medicine to 

treat PVC without adverse effect in patients, which is convincingly supported by its class I & III 

pharmacological antiarrhythmic mechanism of blocking hERG potassium channels and hNaV1.5 sodium 

channel reported in our earlier publication and prolongs action potential (AP) duration both in ventricular 

myocytes and with computational simulation of human AP.

▪ Wang X et al. (2021) Xin Su Ning — A Review of Basic and Clinical Pharmacology Integrated With 

Traditional Chinese Medicine Antiarrhythmic Theory Front. Pharmacol., 11 Nov 2021 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2021.657484

▪ This article has been highly valued and featured online in Global SciCode: The Power of Traditional 

Chinese Medicine in Cardiac Care, calling them groundbreaking achievements, and setting a model for 

traditional drug research. https://www.scipod.global/dr-yu-ling-ma-the-power-of-traditional-chinese-

medicine-in-cardiac-care/

https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2019.00070
https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2019.01138
https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2020.00600
https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2021.657484


University College London  School of Pharmacy 

Pharmacognosy and Phytotherapy 

Prof. Michael Heinrich

◼ Since 2022 Michael Heinrich has been a Yushan Fellow at China Medical University 

(Taichung) establishing close collaborations with colleagues working on Chinese 

medicine at CMU and other Taiwanese universities


